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Spatial Data Infrastructure-Latin America and the Caribbean (SDI-LAC) is
a regional, monthly, and free, electronic newsletter from the Global
Spatial Data Infrastructure Association (GSDI). It focuses on aspects
related with Spatial Data Infrastructure, and on GIS, remote sensing, and
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data management issues, related with SDI in Latin America and the
Caribbean. It aims to raise awareness, provide useful information to
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strengthen national SDI initiatives, and support synchronization of

regional efforts. GSDI Definition

The Pan-American Institute of Geography and History (PAIGH), member
organization of GSDI, and the Permanent Committee on Geospatial Data Infrastructure for the Americas (PC-IDEA), promote
SDI development in the region. The newsletter is prepared by PAIGH for GSDI.
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Message from the Editor

Due to an increasing volume of information on events, the respective section will be restricted to those events taking place in
the Americas. However , for AThe Rest of the Worl d: Conferences,
global or major international interest in GSDI webpage at: http://www.gsdi.org/events/upcnf.asp

We kindly inform that SDI-LAC Newsletter is taking correspondent members in each country of the LAC region. Next issues will
include their contributions. If you would like to become a correspondent for your country please contact Nancy Aguirre
cnaguirre@ipgh.org. In principle the only requirement is that you are an active member in the Spatial Data Infrastructure activities of
your country.

If you have news or information related to GIS, remote sensing, and Spatial Data Infrastructure that you would like to
highlight (e.g., projects, conferences, workshop announcements, publications, reports, websites of interest, etc.), kindly
send them in. We would be happy to include them in the newsletter.

We also encourage you to send to the editor your comments and suggestions for the continuous improvement of SDI-LAC
Newsletter. PLEASE share this newsletter with colleagues who may find the information useful, and ideally they will
subscribe themselves.

Back issues of the newsletter are at the GSDI website: http://www.gsdi.org/newsletters.asp
Editor, Nancy Aguirre, Pan-American Institute of Geography and History (PAIGH), http://www.ipgh.org, cnaguirre@ipgh.org
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Input to this Issue

Thanks for their contributions to this SDI-LAC Newsletter issue to:

Santiago Borrero Secretary General, Pan-American Institute of Geography and History, PAIGH, Mexico

Sarah Carr Network Coordinator, Ecosystem-Based Management Tools Network, NatureServe,
Arlington, USA

Ludo Engelen SADL, K.U. Leuven (Spatial Applications Division Leuven), Leuven, Belgium

Kate Lance SERVIR Coordinator, NASA/USRA, Huntsville, AL, USA

Miguel Ruano Secretary of the National Council of Geoinformatics (in Spanish CONAGE) Ecuadorian
Geospatial Data Infrastructure (in Spanish) IEDG), Ecuador

Eloédio Sebem Forest Engineer, PhD Universidad Politécnica de Madrid, Colegio Politécnico de la
UFSM, Santa Maria, RS, Brazil

Carla Valdospinos Administrative Coordination, UNIGIS in Latin America, Universidad San Francisco de

Quito, Ecuador

(Back to Top)

SDI'News, Links, Papers, Presentations

GSDI 12 World Conference Update

ﬁffesm 12.WORLD CONFERENCE 4
NGE

Reallsmg SpatlallytEnabledISocuetuéé

GSDI 12| Singapore 2010

SINGAPORE | 19-22 October 2010

The GSDI 12 World Conference 2010 will take place in the garden city of Singapore, at the Suntec Singapore
International Convention & Exhibition Centre from 19 to 22 October 2010. This conference is organized by partners -
the GSDI Association, the Permanent Committee on GIS Infrastructure for Asia & the Pacific (PCGIAP) and the
Singapore Land Authority (SLA).

There are three major components in this conference:

- 12th edition of the GSDI Conference;

- 16th annual meeting of the Permanent Committee on GIS Infrastructure for Asia & the Pacific (PCGIAP); and
- Trade Exhibition.

The theme for this conference is Realising Spatially Enabled Societies. This conference will explore the complementary
roles of government, private industry and the academic community in realizing better means for sharing geographic
data and technologies and developing improved location-based services for meeting real world needs. Check out the
program, free workshops and affiliated meetings at http://www.gsdi.org.

Singapore, a dynamic city rich in contrast and colour, invites you to come and engage yourself in an intellectual
exchange with leaders and experts in the geospatial industry.

SPEAKERS:
Distinguished Keynote and Featured Speakers at GSDI 12 to-date include:
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Ivan B. DelLoatch, Staff Director, Federal Geographic Data Committee;

Abbas Rajabifard, President, GSDI Association;

Ng Siau Yong, Director of Geospatial Division, Singapore Land Authority, Singapore SDI;

Santiago Borrero, Secretary General, Pan-American Institute of Geography and History (PAIGH/IPGH);

Stig Enemark, President, International Federation of Surveyors (FIG);

Mark Reichardt, President and Chief Executive Officer, Open Geospatial Consortium, Inc. (OGC);

lan Williamson, Professor of Surveying and Land Information, Centre for Spatial Data Infrastructures and Land
Administration, Department of Geoinformatics, University of Melbourne;

Greg Scott, National Mapping & Information Group Leader, Geospatial & Earth Monitoring Division, Geoscience
Australia

= E R ]

SOCIAL EVENTS:
Tuesday, 19th October

WELCOME RECEPTION: Let's Fly! The Welcome Reception at the GSDI12 World Conference will be a celebration of
Singapore's cultural diversity by bringing together gastronomical delights from different local ethnic groups. It will be an
excellent opportunity for you to meet other conference attendees in the spectacular surroundings of the Singapore
Flyer - the largest observation wheel in the world. Delegates will have a free ride on the capsules and enjoy
breathtaking views of the city coming alive at night. This networking event is a great opportunity to bring your
discussions to greater heights and is not to be missed!

When: Tuesday 19 October, 6.30pm - 9.30pm

Where: The Singapore Flyer, Megu Event Hall

Thursday, 21st October

CONFERENCE DINNER: There is no better way to spend an evening in Singapore! Wine, dine and network at this
dinner, held on the second to last day of the GSDI 12 conference. Revel in the charm of exotic Singapore at the Asian
Civilisations Museum, and look forward to experience Singapore's history, culture, architecture and cuisine. The dinner
will feature a sumptuous spread of Singapore's most well-loved local delights. This event also presents an opportunity
for delegates to meet and socialise amidst the city lights overlooking the Singapore River! Come join in this unique,
must-have experience during your stay in the city! More details on the dinner will be provided at a later date.

REGISTRATION for GSDI 12 is now OPEN at http://gsdi.org/gsdil2/register.html
Register online by 1st August, 2010 to enjoy early bird rates!

For more information on the conference, please visit us at http://www.gsdi.org/gsdil2 or follow us on Twitter at
http://twitter.com/GSDI12.

Second Preparatory Meeting of the Proposed United Nations Committee on Global Geographic Information

Management
Source: http://unsdihu.blogspot.com/ ;

http://unstats.un.org/

S United Nations Statistics Division

UNSD, in collaboration with the UN Cartographic Section, organized the Second Preparatory Meeting of the Proposed
United Nations Committee on Global Geographic Information Management, in New York, 10-11 May 2010. The
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purpose of the Meeting was to discuss and initiate the preparation of a report, for the approval of ECOSOC, on global
coordination of geographic information management, including the consideration of a possible creation of a United
Nations global forum for the exchange of information among countries and other interested parties, and particularly for
sharing best practices in legal and policy instruments, institutional management models, technical solutions and
standards, interoperability of systems and data, and sharing mechanisms that guarantee that geographic information
and services are easily and timely accessible. The Meeting brought together official representatives from member
countries as well as representatives from relevant professional organizations. Participants discussed the terms of
reference and the modalities of work for the global forum and the Committee of Experts. Documents for the meeting:
Provisional Agenda and Annotations / List of Documents

Meeting of PC-IDEA Board
Source: http://www.snit.cl/

During the 12th and 13th of i

May at headquarters of the 2 Palses

Statistics Division of the /s

United Nations in New York, it COﬂfOI'm&n el CP IDEA

was held the first meeting of
the Board of the Permanent
Committee of Geospatial Data
Infrastructure of the Americas
(PC- IDEA). On this occasion, the Executive Secretary of the National Territorial Information System of Chile (in
Spanish SNIT) and vocal member for South America, Christian Aqueveque, was elected Vice President of this
international body. This appointment reflects the work done by the SNIT, which has been twice recognized by all the
committee members. At this meeting, it was prepared a working plan for next four years and reviewed and discussed
PC-IDEA statutes, concluding with a proposal to be sent to member countries for their analysis, as well as other
matters of interest to the Board. This Committee, which brings together a total of 24 countries, has as main objectives
the establishment and coordination of policies and technical standards for the development of regional geospatial data
infrastructure in the Americas, and to promote geospatial information sharing among all the community members,
acknowledging their autonomy in accordance with their laws and policies. The meeting was addressed by the
President of PC-IDEA, Luiz Paulo Souto Fortes (Director of Geosciences of the Brazilian Institute of Geography and
Statistics - IBGE) and included the participation of members of the Caribbean, Mr. Eloy Alum Ortiz (Head of the
National Office of Hydrography and Geodesy of Cuba), and of Central America, Mr. Oscar Figueroa Cabrera (Director
General of the National Geographic Institute of Guatemala). In addition, the meeting included participation of national
representatives of Canada, Mr. Prashant Shukla (Director General of the Division of Cartographic Information) and Ms.
France Morin (Senior Adviser, Ministry of Natural Resources); of Mexico, Mr. Carlos Guerrero (Director General of
Geography and the Environment) and Raul Gédmez Moreno (Director of Technology Development) both of the National
Institute of Statistics and Geography; of Chile, Mr. Nicholas Musalem, Chief of the Land Registry Division of the
Ministry of National Property; Mr. Amor Laaribi (Statistics Division United Nations); and the Executive Secretary of the
Pan American organization, Mrs. Valeria de Araujo, of IBGE Brazil.

% Marine GIS in the Grenadines
> " Source: http://caribbean-gis.blogspot.com/
From June 7 to 11, 2010, primary and secondary school teachers from across the

Grenadines [Grenada and St. Vincent & the Grenadines] received hands-on training in the
MarSIs ﬁ‘ use of a cutting-edge technology used to create the Grenadines Marine Resource and
Space-use Information System (MarSIS), the first of its kind underwater mapping
& EEH i information system in the Caribbean. MarSIS is a project of the Centre for Resource
Management and Environmental Studies (CERMES) - University of the West Indies, and
v .,oe\“ the Sustainable Grenadines Project - Union Island. The Grenadines MarSIS is a GIS
which has been created to integrate a range of existing scientific information together with
SDI -LAC Ne wsletter Vol. 7, No.7

Global Spatlal Data Infrastructure

y GSDI


http://unstats.un.org/unsd/geoinfo/meetings/10-11_may2010/GGIM-2-Report-final.pdf
http://unstats.un.org/unsd/geoinfo/meetings/10-11_may2010/GGIM-2-Annoted-Agenda.pdf
http://unstats.un.org/unsd/geoinfo/meetings/10-11_may2010/list_of_docs.htm
http://www.snit.cl/OpenNews/asp/pagDefault.asp?argInstanciaId=1&argNoticiaId=316
http://www.grenadinesmarsis.com/
http://www.grenadinesmarsis.com/

- 5%
aISpatlaI In'fuasuucture

. Latln‘Amerlca he Caribbean 'News‘l%’cter;s‘

a variety of local knowledge of the Grenadines marine resources (i.e. reefs, sea grass beds, mangroves) as well as
areas important for conservation (i.e. turtle nesting beaches, fish nursery areas) and livelihoods (i.e. fishing, tourism,
shipping, recreation) as well as hundred of underwater pictures and videos across the Grenadines. This information
system has been collaboratively developed over the past 5 years with a range of community members within each
Grenadine Island in order to provide easy access to marine environmental information and allow for more informed
decision-making and ultimately promote sustainable marine resource management across the Grenadines. The first
workshop took place in Carriacou at the Multi-Purpose Centre in Hillsborough on June 7; the second took place on
June 8 in Union Island at the Sustainable Grenadines Project office; the third workshop at the Canouan Government
School on June 9; the fourth workshop in Mustique on June 10; and the final workshop was held at the Bequia
Community High School on June 11. More than 50 teachers were to attend this week-long series of workshops.
Thanks to Kimberly Baldwin and Bruce Potter for the information; and kudos to Kimberly and all involved with MarSIS
for staying the course for the five years it has taken to get to this stage. Contact: info@grenadinesmarsis.com

Meetings began for the Map Law reform, Argentina
Source: http://www.ign.gob.ar/

m INSTITUTO GEOGRAFICO NACIONAL DE LA REPUBLICA ARGENTINA
( Ministerio de Defensa | Secretaria de Planeamiento

On May 18 and 20 began a series of meetings for establishing a review commission aimed at assessing the reform of
the Map Law No. 22.963. To this end, authorities of the National Geographic Institute of Argentina (in Spanish IGN)
convened experts in the field: the President of the Pan-American Institute of Geography and History (Prof. Hector
Pena), the President of the National Academy of Geography (Prof. Antonio Cornejo), Deputy Director of Teacher
Training Institute No. 1 (Miguel Angel Giannetti) and the Director of the Department of Geography, Faculty of
Philosophy, University of Buenos Aires (Mr. Luis Dominguez), along with professors from the Department of
Cartography (Mariana Campos and Miguel Starobinsky). The meeting began by discussing a draft law prepared on the
basis of requirements of various institutions and agencies. General topics were discussed, without going into specific
discussions, collecting comments and suggestions from the audience. Finally, it was agreed to set a new meeting to be
held during the first half of June. The "Map Law" was enacted on October 3, 1941, so the current IGN administration
considers relevant to assess the maodification of certain points of regulation. One potential reform would provide the
legal tools to confront the new 21st centuryd golitical, economic and technological scene, which pose new challenges
but also new opportunities. It will be a definite step in the consolidation of a federal partnership scheme which is part of
the spirit of the new Directorate of IGN, as well as for strengthening of a set of actions that enable all people to learn
about the scope and status of the Republic of Argentinad territory.

Cooperation Agreement Signed with the Province of Santa Fe, Argentina

Source: http://www.ign.gob.ar/

The Director of the National Geographic Institute (IGN), Lic. Liliana

Weisert, and the Assistant Director, Julio Cesar Benedetti, along with ﬁ. ﬁ IDESF
advisers, Ms. Lidia Rodriguez and Mr. Mario Kohen, formed a AP 4

o
Duies Eupatiehvs
Frneda do Sava Fe

Committee to participate in the signing of the Cooperation Agreement .
Framework with the Government of the Province of Santa Fe, which g A

was held on May 27 in that location. The said agreement established 0
an institutional assistance and cooperation relationship aimed at L. |

optimizing resources of both the Institute and the Province of Santa

Fe, considering that in both organizations are included corresponding

fields. The parties agreed to the provision of technical, human and
infrastructural resources for the conduction of studies, programs, research, technical or operational activities of the sort
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required in opportunity. Both bodies will share accurate data on existing roads, sites, farms, buildings and boundaries
in rural areas. First objectives are to update the mapping of northern Santa Fe and the installation of a permanent GPS
station (Global Positioning System) in San Cristobal, which will help updating the geodetic network at the provincial
level to provide better data reception for the systemé sisers in the area. As part of this agreement, it was signed the
Supplementary Agreement No. 1, by means of which both organizations will start working together. In this first stage,
13 topographic maps of northern Santa Fe will be drawn from basic technical specifications of the IGN and graphical
information and place names of the Santa Fe Province Cadastral and Territorial Information Survey (SCIT). The
agreement with Santa Fe is the first of its kind signed by the National Geographic Institute and a province of Argentina
and is a step forward to the integration policy being developed by the new IGN Directorate. It was also an opportunity
for the Commission to hold a meeting with authorities in charge of the Spatial Data Infrastructure of Santa Fe, Federal
Investment Council, which aimed at agreeing on issues pertaining to the institutionalization of the National SDI. These
topics are planned for discussion at the V IDERA meeting, which will be a venue for sharing and discussing initiatives,
projects and ideas for the development and institutionalization of the National Argentinean SDI.

Workshop on "Buildingthe Ecuador i an Geospati al Data I nfrastructureo

Source: http: //terrltonal sni. gov ec/ by Miguel Ruano
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Sistema Nacional de Informacion

sistema Nacional de Informacion - ASENPLADES

Componente Territorial @
On May 28, 2010 the workshop on "Building the Ecuadorian Geospatial Data Infrastructured was held, under the
coordination of the National Secretariat of Planning and Development, through the Assistant Secretary for Information
and Research and the National Council of Geoinformatics (in Spanish CONAGE). In the presence of representatives
from more than 20 state agencies, the coordinators of the six Working Groups of the Council (i.e. National Information
Demand; Geographic Information Standards; National Geo-Information Policy; Fundamental Data, Objects Catalog and
Place Names; Ecuadorian Metadata Profile; and Outreach and Dissemination), presented their activities, current
processes and products obtained so far, information which is available in the Workshop Proceedings. The event was
part of the National Geoinformatics Council's aim to shape the Ecuadorian Geospatial Data Infrastructure (in Spanish
IEDG). It was intended for persons who make up the six CONAGE groups, for sharing their working experiences and
learning about activities being undertaken, in order to improve relationships between them. The IEDG, according to
CONAGE, is a set of policies, laws, agreements, standards, organizations, plans, programs, projects, human
resources, technological and financial resources, that are well integrated to facilitate the production, access and use of
national, regional, or local geoinformation to support the social, economic and environmental development of the
peoples. IEDGO sore objectives are to ensure orderly production, ease of access and use of geospatial information;
and to implement data management tools (metadata) and shared databases (s e ¢ t wode8)s At the time, several
institutions including the Military Geographic Institute (in Spanish IGM), the Center for Integrated Natural Resources
through Remote Sensing (in Spanish CLIRSEN); GeoRiesgo; the National Research Institute for Geology, Mining and
Metallurgy (in Spanish INIGEMM), the National Institute of Statistics and Censuses (in Spanish INEC) and the National
Institute of Meteorology and Hydrology (in Spanish INAMHI), have already taken their first steps in establishing a
Spatial Data Infrastructure (SDI) through the development of geoportals where geographic information may be
visualized through WMS, WFS, or WCS, and users may access each geographic productsémetadata.

Consolidation of Geographic Information Policy, Colombia

Source: http://www.icde.org.co/

The CONPES 3585 document: "Consolidation of National Geographic Information Policy and the Colombian Spatial
Data Infrastructure (ICDE)", defined as problem axis No.1 the "Weaknesses in the regulatory framework for managing
geographic information." The Geogr aphi ¢ | nst i t uf(ineSpafighdGAE)tin raspodse tbahisziokem
offers the community the document of policy proposals on issues of intellectual property, use, custody and standards of
geographic information license pricing. The goal is to receive suggestions, appreciations and other comments that
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could contribute to the final drafting of this document. Participation of the entire geographic information user community
is fundamental for the consolidation, validation, approval and adoption of regulatory documents. For this reason, IGAC
invites participation on the above, both formally, using the format made available or through the forum: Strengthening
the Geographic Information Policy. Contributions may be also sent by email at ide@igac.gov.co

New Geoviewer of Santiago de Calid s S p aatailn&rdstrudture (IDESC), Colombia
Source: http://www.icde.org.co/

Current tendency to use geographic information as an effective management tool in public administration has allowed
the Spatial Data Infrastructure to guide efforts for geographic information production, access and use for decision
making as a result of pooling of entities that produce and use geographic information. Consequently, regional initiatives
have emerged such as the Santiago de Cali®é Spatial Data Infrastructure (in Spanish IDESC), which aims to "define
policies, norms and standards for regulation and standardization of the municipalityd geospatial information production,
geo-referencing, quality, maintenance, documentation and distribution." As part of the IDESC development process
last May 13, 2010 the IDESC Geoviewer (in Spanish Geovisor IDESC) was launched to the user community, which
provides the municipalityd geographic information to the user community allowing access to available data according
t o u sequirenents. For more information please to log on to: http://idesc.cali.gov.co/geovisor.php

GEOProcessing 2011: Call for Papers, Tutorials, Panels - Guadeloupe
Source: Kate Lance

The Third International Conference on Advanced
Geographic Information Systems, Applications, and
Senvices

GEOProcessing 2011
February 23-28, 2011 - Gosier, Guadeloupe, France

GEOProcessing 2011: The Third International Conference on Advanced Geographic Information Systems,
Applications, and Services, February 23-28, 2011 - Gosier, Guadeloupe, France

General page: http://www.iaria.org/conferences2011/GEOProcessing11.html

Call for Papers: http://www.iaria.org/conferences2011/CfPGEOProcessing11.html

Submission deadline: October 5, 2010. Sponsored by IARIA, www.iaria.org

Extended versions of selected papers will be published in IARIA Journals: http://www.iariajournals.org. Please note the
Poster Forum and Work in Progress options. The topics suggested by the conference can be discussed in term of
concepts, state of the art, research, standards, implementations, running experiments, applications, and industrial case
studies. Authors are invited to submit complete unpublished papers, which are not under review in any other
conference or journal in the following, but not limited to, topic areas: Geo-spatial fundamentals, GIS, Geo-spatial
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simulation and visualization, Geo-modeling, Digital cartography data, Earth Geo-observation, Geo-sensing, Geo-spatial
domain applications, and Managing geo-spatial data. All tracks are open to both research and industry contributions, in
terms of Regular papers, Posters, Work in progress, Technical/marketing/business presentations, Demos, Tutorials,
and Panels. Before  submission, please check and conform  with  the Editorial rules:
http://www.iaria.org/editorialrules.html

URISA's Caribbean GIS Conference, Trinidad
Source: http://www.urisa.org/

The Urban and Regional Information
. Systems  Association (URISA) has
presented four conferences focused on
the effective application of Geographic
Information Systems (GIS) and other
information  technologies  within  the
Caribbean. Previous conferences have
taken place in Jamaica (2001), Barbados
(2004), the Bahamas (2006) and the
Cayman Islands (2008). The next URISA
Caribbean GIS Conference will take place
17 ; on December 6-10, 2010 in Trinidad.
74,6 AMOW’L :}fm Gls ?WWW URISA is pleased to note that CARILEC,
the Caribbean Electric Utility Service
Corporation - an association of electric utilities, suppliers, manufacturers and other stakeholders operating in the
electricity industry in the Caribbean, will be a partner in the 2010 conference. The Call for Presentations will be issued
shortly. Objectives of URISA's Caribbean GIS Conference:
To inform broad cross-section of Caribbean users about GIS technology and applications
To share experiences regarding GIS implementation and management issues
To establish new relationships with the vendor/consultant community
To provide application driven workshops and sessions that may be relevant to the Caribbean community of GIS
users
I To foster a Caribbean GIS network
I To assess the state of readiness of national and regional Spatial Data Infrastructures
The Conference Program is developed through a Call for Presentations. Abstract submissions are reviewed and
discussed by a group of volunteer committee members representing the Caribbean region and others with a keen
interest in advancing technology solutions in the area. The conference includes a comprehensive exposition and
networking activities.

E R I

3rd Geoinformatics Week: "The Geoenvironment where we live in: State of the Art and Perspectives", Brazil
Source: El6dio Sebem
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The Federal University of Santa Maria (in Portuguese UFSM) of Brazil, through Courses on the Geoprocessing area
(Grade and Technical) of the Polytechnic College of UFSM, and with support of the Graduate Program in
Geoinformatics of the Department of Rural Engineering - Center of Rural Sciences, will hold the 3rd Geoinformatics
Week on September 13-16, 2010, aimed at gathering Universities, Schools, Teachers, Public and Private Companies,
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Professionals and Students in the area of Geoinformatics and the like in this event. We are living firansformation timeso
and thus we invite the technical-scientific, academic and business community to participate in the 3rd Geoinformatics
Week and to share current studies that provide insight into the Geoenvironment in which we live. Those interested in
submitting technical and scientific works to this event may do so until July 26, 2010 (regulations on the website of the
event.) Selected papers will be presented orally or through posters according to the rules published on the website:
www.ufsm.br/geoprocessamento/3smgeo (papers written in Spanish are also accepted).

Call for the Latin American ESRI Users Conference 2010, Mexico
Source: lauc2010 through Santiago Borrero
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2010
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Join the largest event of Geographlc Informatlon Systems to be held on September 22 24, 2010 |n MeX|co City where
you can meet and interact with specialists, technicians, teachers and users throughout Latin America to share
experiences, and gaining knowledge on latest technologies associated with Geographic Information Systems. Paper
submission: August 30, 2010 www.sigsa.info/lauc2010/ponencias. The Latin American Conference on GIS in
Education http://www.sigsa.info/lauc2010/edu.html will be held on September 21, 2010 on the sideline of the 17th Latin
American ESRI User Conference 2010. Organizers: Geographic Information Systems, S.A. de C.V., Environmental
Systems Research Institute, www.sigsa.info/lauc2010

International Workshop on ENSO, Decadal Variability and Climate Change in South America: Call for Papers,
Ecuador
Source: Organlzmg Commlttee by way of Santlago Borrero

CHFEN

Hereby, we are very pleased to dlssemlnate the Second Announcement and Call for papers for the International

Workshop on ENSO, Decadal Variability and Climate Change in South America "Trends, Teleconnections and

Potential Impacts" which will be held in Guayaquil, Ecuador on October 12-14, 2010. For detailed information and

registration/abstracts submission you may go to: http://www.clivar.org/meetings/enso_2010.php. The deadline for

abstract submissions is July 31, 2010. Main objectives of the International workshop are:

a) To review the latest scientific advances on ENSO, decadal variability and Climate Change in South America.

b) To review the projected trends and changes in ENSO teleconnections in South America.

c) To discuss on the potential climate impacts for the next 10-15 years and their social and economical implications in
South America

We hope this be a great opportunity to bring together, the scientific progress around the world on these relevant topics,

and to foster climate research efforts in South America to contribute with climate risk management, adaptation plans

and climate services improvement.

Comprendiendo B Nino, para vivir con él
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First Announcement: Fourth International UN-SPIDER Bonn Workshop on Disaster Management and Space
Technology: "The 4C i Challenge: Communication i Coordination i Cooperation i Capacity Development"
Source: Santiago Borrero

(2}

UNITED NATIONS | UNOOSA | UN-SPIDER Contact  Profile

\{‘\; !/ United Nations Platform for Space-based Information for

Disaster Management and Emergency Response

v0.7beta

Organised by the United Nations Office for Outer Space Affairs (UNOOSA) and the German Aerospace Center (DLR),
the workshop will take place in Bonn, Germany, on October 12-14, 2010. Main topics of the fourth workshop will
include: Space technology in support of risk and disaster management; International support mechanisms and
SpaceAid; and the UN-SPIDER network. As a general framework, the workshop will contribute to the coordination of
the various initiatives that are contributing to helping developing countries access and use space-based technologies
for disaster management and risk reduction as well as to explore possibilities of capacity development and institutional
strengthening. Participants should hold managerial or professional positions at governmental agencies, international,
national and regional institutions, NGOs or private industry with programmes or activities relating to providing support
to disaster management and emergency response activities, early warning systems, risk and vulnerability assessment,
or development of space technology capabilities and/or solutions. Applicants who demonstrate that the topics of this
event are central to his/her professional activities/responsibilities will be considered on a priority basis. The working
language will be English. Within the limited financial resources available, a number of selected international
participants from developing countries will be offered financial support to attend the Workshop. This financial support
will defray the cost of travel (a round trip ticket i most economic fare i between the airport of international departure in
their home country and Bonn, Germany) and/or the room and board expenses during the duration of the event.
Applications for this workshop can be submitted through the online application tool at the UN-SPIDER Knowledge
Portal (http://www.un-spider.org/workshop-bonn-2010). The completed online application form, properly endorsed by
the applicant's government/institution, should be submitted no later than Friday, 13 August, 2010. Only complete
applications, with all the requested information and signatures, will be considered. For information regarding the
agenda and general arrangements, including information regarding the venue of the meeting, hotel accommodation,
transportation and other logistical details, please contact Ms. Natalie Epler, UN-SPIDER Bonn Office
natalie.epler@unoosa.org. For further information please also check the following website: http://www.un-
spider.org/workshop-bonn-2010

14th AGILE Conference on Geographic Information Science, Belgium
Source: Ludo Engelen by way of Santiago Borrero

Universiteit Utrecht

On behalf of the AGILE council, we would like to invite you to participate at the 14th AGILE International Conference on
Geographic Information Science, scheduled to take place on April 18-21, 2011 in Utrecht, The Netherlands. The
program will offer parallel paper presentation sessions, keynote sessions, poster sessions and pre conference
workshops to share your ideas, explore on going research, future developments, including state of the art applications,
and to network with the professionals from academia, industry, and government who are interested in promoting Gl
teaching and research activities among Gl laboratories at the European level. Potential contributors are invited to
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submit: Full paper submission (maximum 6000 word manuscript) of original and unpublished fundamental scientific
research; Short paper submission (2000 to 3000 word manuscript) of original and unpublished research work; and
Poster submission (500 to 1000 word manuscript) of original scientific and strategic research work. Aut hor s 6
instructions will be made available after July 1st at www.uu.nl/geo/agile2011. All submissions must be sent
electronically via the on-line conference manager. Contributions are invited on all topics within the fields of
geoinformation, geomatics and geocomputation, including (but not limited to): Perception and Representation of
Geographic Phenomena; Cognitive Aspects of Human Computer Interaction for Geographic Information Systems;
Spatial and Spatiotemporal Data Modelling and Reasoning, Analysis, and Visualisation; Uncertainty and error
propagation; Data Mining and Knowledge Discovery; Spatial Semantics and Spatiotemporal Ontologies; Semantic Web
and GIS; Web Services, Geospatial Systems and Real time Applications; Location Based Services and Mobile Gl
Applications; Geospatial Decision Support Systems and Planning Support Systems (PSS); Public Participation GIS and
Collaborative planning support; Geodesign; Volunteered Geographic Information; GlScience Education and Training;
Demographic and Socioeconomic Modelling; Environmental/Ecological and Urban/Regional Modelling; Health and
Medical Informatics; Natural Resources Management and Monitoring; Disaster and Risk Management; Geosensor
Networks; Earth Observation Systems; Algorithms and Applications; and Image Interpretation and Image Analysis.
Important Deadlines: Full paper submission: October 18, 2010; Pre conference workshop proposal: November 15,
2010; Short paper and poster submissions: January 14, 2011; Early registration: March 14, 2011; For any information
with respect to the conference, please contact Fred Toppen (f.toppen@geo.uu.nl).

(Back to Top)

Articles and Publications o e Mon

Book of 130 years of IGN awarded

Source: http://www.ign.gob.ar/

The book IGM 130 IGN - 1879-2009, published by the National Geographic Institute
or Argentina (in Spanish IGN), was honored by the Argentinean Chamber of
Publications and the Executive Unit on the Bicentennial Presidency of the Nation

with a Special Mention Prize on June 15. Under the 22nd Contest "Best printed and i G M
published books in Argentina - Year 2009" and t h eBiceftennial printed and

published books in Argentina until April 30, 2010 a panel of representative v P
institutions in publishing and cultural issues awarded the IGN book in the category j30 anos
"General Essay: biography, history, social sciences, journalistic essays." The event

was held at the National Library, and was attended by officials and members of the IG N

Argentinean Chamber of Publications, officials of the National and Provincial Public
Administration, publishers, and printing and publishing industry persons. After the
award ceremony, a toast was made between the numerous attendees. The book
IGM 130 IGN - 1879-2009 is a retrospective of the most important milestones in 130
years of the Institute, but also looks to the future and imagine paths to follow during
next stages.

Reflections about a global forum for GI management

Paper presented to the Second Preparatory Meeting of the Proposed United Nations Committee on Global Geographic
Information Management, 10 - 11 May 2010, New York, By Mauro Salvemini, President of EUROGI, Sapienza
University of Rome, Italy

Rationale of the position paper by the author

Along with and in support of the INSPIRE Directive and ever since the early decision of taking this initiative to set up an
EU infrastructure for spatial data, the European Commission (EC) has established a number of activities. Research
projects, thematic networks and pilot industrial projects have been financed in order to set up scientific, technical,
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operational solutions and practices together with exploring and setting up adequate and sustainable models for
maximizing and exploiting the use of Gl within the EU. Projects receive financial support through the European Union
Framework Programs for Research, which bundle all research-related EU initiatives together under a common roof
playing a crucial role in reaching the goals of growth, competitiveness and employment, and specific programs such as
e-Contentplus® which provides measures to make digital content in EUROPE more accessible, usable and exploitable.
These projects are defining specifications, common data models, guidelines, best practices as well as services to
access and download relevant data models in a number of vertical domains corresponding to several themes of the
Annex | to Il of the Directive, ranging from geology to natural areas from planning to addresses, from places names to
marine and coastal areas, etc. In order to contribute to concretize the resolution, already taken during the Eighteenth
United Nations Regional Cartographic Conference for Asia and the Pacific in Bangkok, 26-29 October 2 0 0 9 ,
omissisé. of the possible creation of a Undfibf@ardatiod between oosintrigsl
and other interested parties, and in particular for sharing best practices in legal and policy instruments, institutional
management onusdied .s., éfpositiontpaper presents some of the relevant issues to be addressed. The
brief discussion is basedont he proj ectds results and met hodol amdto thef
promotion of cross border dialogue and exchange of best practices on SDIs throughout Europe, bringing together key
stakeholders of European SDIs and to realizing a platform for communication and exchange of knowledge at all levels,
from local to global. Before entering in the discussion some information is needed. Already in the early stage of
INSPIRE initiative to become a directive it has been clear to some of the experts that the main task of geo- data
interoperability, which represents the basis Gl management, could be impossible to achieve without the full
involvement and appropriate participation of the sub-national administrations which form every European nation. They
have their own administrative structure and are politically independent generally having their own elected Councils and
President. The way how they are elected varies from nation to nation nevertheless according to the devolution process,
globally recognized as a trend, their commitments steadily increase. The previous situation together with some other,
technical considerations already experimented in some countries were driving the few experts , among which | was , to
set up a project proposal which has been approved in a specific call of e-Contentplus program of the EC. The project is
called eSDINet+ The paper intends to present some ideas built on the methods and the actions put in place for
carrying out the project with specific reference to the involvement of sub-national SDI coming from different nations
having different languages and administrative structures and different political framework as well. The results of the
project may be usefully used for foreseeing and tailoring the actions to build the forum and the network mentioned
within the already mentioned resolution. The peculiarities of each of the nations in Europe together with their own
characteristics realize an effective test-bed for helping to take decisions at global level of the UN [The complete paper
may be found at http://unstats.un.org/unsd/geoinfo/meetings/10-11 _may2010/papers/SALVEMINI_UN052010.pdf]

! http://ec.europa.eu/information_society/activities/econtentplus/index_en.htm

Critical issues in global geographic information management with a detailed focused on Data Integration and
Interoperability of Systems and Data

Paper presented to the Second Preparatory Meeting of the Proposed United Nations Committee on Global Geographic
Information Management, 10 - 11 May 2010, New York, by Abbas Rajabifard, President, GSDI Association, Director,
Centre for SDIs and Land Administration, Department of Geomatics, The University of Melbourne

Introduction by the author

The GSDI Association continues its support for the United Nations for taking the initiative on this critical global
geographic information issue; and is willing to contribute to new arrangements to improve global geographic
information management. The role of the GSDI Association, in essence, is to facilitate better global outcomes through
utilization of geographic information and Spatial Data Infrastructures (SDIs). This role directly complements the
proposal to establish a United Nations Committee on Global Geographic Information Management (UNCGGIM). The
GSDI Association's view of the changes now taking place in the geographic information world and these changes
exemplify convergence of technologies and disciplines. These changes need to be influenced where appropriate, and
leveraged, by the global geographic information community, particularly by the United Nations. This paper presents

some views related to the dAcritical i s s wmdsn particulag d respoase tog e o g

the following issues: (1) Governance: is global governance relevant and necessary? (2) Interoperability of systems and
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data (3) Data integration and layering, and (4) Capacity building and technology transfer. In responding to these issues,

the paper however provides a more detwydteamsdiasmcdisdabns
integrationd i n particul ar -tetheicaltissueshandihetexdgeneity absociated with multi-sourced spatial

data integration in the context of SDI [The complete paper may be found at
http://unstats.un.org/unsd/geoinfo/meetings/10-11 _may2010/papers/GSDI%20scoping%20paper-
Abbad%20Rajabifard%202nd%20UNCGGIM%20meeting.pdf]

Data Integration

Paper presented to the Second Preparatory Meeting of the Proposed United Nations Committee on Global Geographic
Information Management, 10 - 11 May 2010, New York, by Luiz Paulo Fortes, Director of Geoscience, IBGE, Brazil
Introduction by the author

The quick development of contemporary geospatial technologies such as satellite imagery, aerial photography, Global
Navigation Satellite Systems (GNSS) e.g. the Global Positioning System (GPS), hand-held computers, and geographic
information systems (GIS) has opened unprecedented opportunities to use geographic information. These tools are
increasingly used in the context of disaster management, environmental monitoring, natural resources protection, land
use, utility services, etc., as they facilitate quick data collection and advanced data analysis, and allow for a flexible and
integrated approach to information sharing and dissemination based on a spatial framework. The impact of these
developments is also felt on official statistics at all the stages of population and housing censuses, where the efficiency
in the pre-enumeration, enumeration and post-enumeration phases has been largely improved through the use of
geographic information tools. As a consequence, it is becoming increasingly clear that the applications of these
technologies are of strategic importance. This raises the challenge related to how to address the integration of various
geospatial information including those of statistical nature. This paper outlines the challenges posed by the integration
of geographic data with socioeconomic and other development data. It covers the specific issue of the integration of
statistical and geographic data and shows that statistical systems gain to be integrated with geographic information
systems for the building of a geospatial infrastructure in support of census and other statistical activities. The paper
illustrates this through the national experience of Brazil. [The complete paper may be found at
http://unstats.un.org/unsd/geoinfo/meetings/10-

11 may2010/papers/GGIM%20May%202010%20Data%20integration%20Brazil.pdf]

SDI Best Practice Database

Source: The eSDI-NET+ Newsletter 06/2010

Over the last 2 years the eSDI-Net+ project collected

numerous data related to the 135 SDI applications from 24 * * *
European countries. The defined criteria, indicators and

weighted indexes were used to assess the subnational SDIs. * ,

At the same time this information is a valuable property/good p US
in itself. Therefore, the public version of the eSDI-NET+

database containing information about good practices in the es D l N ET

SDI field in Europe is currently in preparation and will be

available soon at the eSDI-NET+ Project Website. The eSDI-

NET+ project is funded by the European Commission within

its eContentplus Programme and aims at promoting the cross-border dialogue and exchange of best practices on SDIs
throughout Europe.

(Back to Top)
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Geospatial Research and Applications

UN-SPIDER supporting Small Island Developing States

Source: UN SPIDER May 2010 Newslett er and Updat es
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Vulnerability of Small Island Developing States (SIDS) calls for special support. SIDS are characterized by particular
development challenges which are strongly related to their vulnerability to natural disasters. Tropical cyclones and
hurricanes pose a major threat to these states, as well as tsunamis resulting from seaquakes. Some of them are
threatened by rising sea levels. Periodic droughts are also a recurring phenomenon. In addition, some of these states
are threatened by potential volcanic eruptions. Due to these circumstances, UN-SPIDER has been conducting
Technical Advisory Missions to these countries in order to analyze and subsequently help strengthen their capacities to
access and use space-based information for disaster management. Some of the recurring findings of these missions
are the following:

1 The need to consolidate and implement a National Spatial Data Infrastructure (NSDI) and to ensure the sharing
and use of geospatial information within Ministries and other stakeholders of the national disaster management
systems. Having an NSDI in place is a basic requirement for the effective use of geospatial information

The necessity to ensure there are policies in place that empower national disaster management authorities to get
access to geospatial information

A need to consider the decentralization of disaster management activities through the promotion of community
based disaster risk reduction activities

Land use planning is central to disaster risk reduction and development. Current studies and datasets should be
used to support vulnerability analysis and risk reduction activities

Capacity-building is vital to ensure successful use of space-based information in support of disaster management
and should include the strengthening of individuals, institutions and infrastructure. Furthermore, the need for
institutional arrangements to ensure continuous capacity-building was ascertained.

More information on the cases of Jamaica, Haiti and Dominican Republic may be found at: http://www.un-
spider.org/sites/default/files/UN-SPIDER%20Newsl|etter%20May%202010.pdf

= = =4 =2

UN-SPIDER Supporting the Establishment of a Crop-Monitoring Project in Guatemala

Source: http://www.un-spider.org/

From 13 to 19 May UN-SPIDER organized and participated in meetings to discuss and elaborate a proposal for a
potential project in Guatemala targeting the use of space-based information to assess the impact of drought and
climate variability on crops. This project proposal has been submitted to the Guatemalan National Council of Science
and Technology (CONCYT) for funding, and targets the establishment of an inter-institutional, multi-thematic, technical
committee of professionals which will focus its attention on the use of space-based information to track impacts caused
by droughtand <c¢cl i mate variability events on crops in the
request made by Dr. Karen Slowing, Director of the Planning and Programming Secretariat of the Presidency
(SEGEPLAN). The objective of UN-SPIDER behind this project is to promote the establishment of the inter-institutional
committee in Guatemala as a strategy to strengthen national capacities regarding access to and use of space-based
information. During the mission, experts from Guatemala identified the technical need for such a project, highlighting
critical issues that need to be resolved through applied research when it comes to using space-based information in
Guatemala for crop monitoring: extensive cloud cover, extremely variable topography, and a variety of microclimates.
The project will benefit from the technical advisory support to be provided by the National Commission of Space
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Activities of Argentina (CONAE); and involves SEGEPLAN, the National Institute of Seismology, Vulcanology,
Meteorology and Hydrology (INSIVUMEH), the Ministry of Agriculture (MAGA), the National Geographic Institute (IGN),
the National Secretariat for Food Security (SESAN), the Ministry of Environment and Natural Resources (MARN), the
National Coordinating Agency for Disaster Reduction (CONRED), the San Carlos University unit for the Nor-Orient
region (CUNORI) of Guatemala, and researchers from the private sector. Regional and international organizations
involved include UNDP, the Central American Coordination Center for Natural Disaster Prevention (CEPREDENAC),
and the Trifinio Tri-National Secretariat. Links between UN-SPIDER, CONCYT, and SEGEPLAN were established
nearly a year ago through initiatives conducted by CONCYT to promote the application of science and technology to
promote sustainable development in the country, including the topic of disaster reduction. This visit and the related
project will pave the way for the Technical Advisory Mission to be conducted by UN-SPIDER to Guatemala, planned for
November of this year.

Data Needs Assessment for Integrated Landscape Management (ILM) Decision-Making Processes
Source: GeoConnections Users List

Con n eC ti On S > Mapping the future together online

Home | Search | ContactUs | Help | Francais

GeoConnections is pleased to announce the availability of the recently completed Data Needs Assessment for

Integrated Land Management (ILM) Decision-Making Processes. Developed in close consultation with four active ILM

projects located across Canada, the data needs assessment:

1 Analyzes the role of geospatial data and information in ILM decision-making processes

1 Identifies geospatial datasets used to support ILM decision-making processes and describes its transformation into
meaningful information

1 Identifies and prioritizes new geospatial data sets as needed to support and enhance ILM decision-making
processes

1 Identifies barriers to accessing, using and sharing key geospatial data sets

1 Identifies opportunities for overcoming identified barriers

To view, please link to the Key Documents section of the GeoConnections web site. To obtain further information,

please contact info@geoconnections.com

Mapping Urban Fringes

Source: http://www.gim-international.com/

What is the potential of Object-Based Image Analysis (OBIA) for creating land-cover

maps from high-resolution satellite images of urban fringes, and can the accuracy of

OBIA be compared to visual interpretation? The authors demonstrate that classification of

objects rather than individual pixels provides a fast, efficient and simple semi-automatic

method for generating land-cover maps. Overall accuracy is equivalent to visual

interpretation (Dr. Seema Jalan, University of Rajasthan, and B.S. Sokhi, Indian Institute

of Remote Sensing, India). Suburban fringe areas are characterized by intermingling of

vegetation and structural elements. They are also subject to rapid changes in land-cover.

Sustainable development of such heterogeneous, complex and dynamic landscapes

requires constant monitoring based on proper decision making and up-to-date land-cover information. High-resolution
satellite imagery can cost-effectively provide the latter for urban conglomerates. A multitude of methods exist for
extracting information in the process from imagery to land-cover maps. Methods can be categorized under three major
approaches: pixel-based classification, OBIA and visual interpretation combined with manual digitization of object
boundaries [The complete article may be found at: http://www.gim-international.com/issues/articles/id1548-
Mapping_Urban_Fringes.html]

(Back to Top)
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